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DEPARTMENT FOR CURRICULUM,  

RESEARCH, INNOVATION AND LIFELONG LEARNING  

Directorate for Learning and Assessment Programmes 

Educational Assessment Unit  
 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2019  
 

YEAR 11                                       EUROPEAN STUDIES                TIME: 1h 30min  
 

Name: _____________________________                                       Class: _________________________ 

 

This examination paper consists of TWO parts, Part I and Part II. Candidates are to attempt 

BOTH parts and to read carefully the instructions within each part. 

 

 

PART I                                                                                                                          (Total 51 marks) 

 

Choose any THREE sections from Part I and answer ALL the questions in the chosen sections. 
 

Section 1 − Power and People 

 

The World Bank Group is made up of five institutions which work together for sustainable solutions 

that reduce poverty and build shared prosperity in developing countries.  The mission statement of 

this global partnership is “Our Dream is a World Free of Poverty”.  The World Bank Group aims to 

reduce the share of the global population that lives in extreme poverty to 3% by 2030 and to increase 

the incomes of the poorest 40% of people in every country. 

 
(From: https://www.worldbank.org/) 

 
 

1. Define the term ‘extreme poverty’. 

 

 ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ (2 marks) 

2. Poverty is relative to the place and time in which a person lives.  What do you   

 understand by the term ‘relative poverty’? 

 

 ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ (2 marks) 

3. What impact does poverty have on a child’s education? 

 ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ (2 marks) 
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4. Apart from negatively affecting a child’s education, poverty reduces a person’s ability to lead 

a normal life in several other ways.  Discuss. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________  (5 marks) 

 

5. The reduction of poverty is on the agenda of several governments and organisations all   

 over the world.  Name FOUR measures which can be taken to reduce poverty. 

 

 

i. ______________________________________________________________________ 

ii. ______________________________________________________________________ 

iii. ______________________________________________________________________ 

iv. ______________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                        (4 marks) 

 

6. The GDP of a country is commonly used as a means of measuring the wealth and poverty in 

that country.  Name TWO other factors by which the wealth and poverty in a country can be 

measured. 

 

 

i. ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

ii. ______________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                                                     (2 marks) 
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Section 2 – Economic Development and Changes in Europe 

 

 

1. What does the acronym WTO stand for? 

 

 ____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark) 

2. Where is it based? 

 ____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark) 

3. What are the main roles of the WTO? 

 ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ (3 marks) 

4. Both the EU as a whole and the individual EU countries are members of the WTO.  Briefly 

discuss the relationship between the EU and the WTO. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ (6 marks) 

5. The OPEC is a permanent, intergovernmental organisation which was created at the Baghdad 

conference in 1960.  What are the main objectives of this organisation? 

 

 ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ (3 marks) 
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6. Name THREE of the founding members of OPEC. 

i. ____________________________________ 

ii. ____________________________________ 

iii. ____________________________________ 

                                                                                         (3 marks) 

 

Section 3 – Demographic and Social Realities 

1. Educational attainment forms an integral part of our lives and plays a great role in shaping a 

person’s future and professional career.  Briefly discuss the relationship between educational 

attainment and employment. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ (6 marks) 

2. List TWO measures which are being taken by European governments with the aim of reducing 

unemployment through education. 

(i) ______________________________________________________________________ 

(ii) ______________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                               (2 marks) 

3. Name TWO European countries which have low unemployment rates. 

(i) ________________________ 

(ii) ________________________                            

                                                                                                                                                   (2 marks) 
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4. Briefly discuss the impact of information technology on employment patterns. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________  (4 marks) 

5. In order to ensure the sustainability of the welfare state, a significant number of governments 

around Europe are adjusting the pensionable age from 60 years to 65 years or higher.  What 

impact can this have on the job market for younger people? 

 ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________  (3 marks) 

 

Section 4 – Europeans and their Environment 

1. Recent decades have seen a rapid change in agricultural productivity.  Agriculture has become 

more intensive by relying on greater chemical use and technological inputs.  Name FOUR 

negative impacts of modern farming practices on the environment. 

 

(i) _____________________________________________________________________ 

(ii) _____________________________________________________________________ 

(iii) _____________________________________________________________________ 

(iv) _____________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                        (4 marks) 

2. Briefly discuss the measures that can be taken to reduce the negative impacts of modern farming 

practices on the environment. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________  (6 marks) 
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3. The Camargue is often cited as a case-study in the conflict between conservation and 

development in Europe.  Identify the factors which put a strain on this fragile environment. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________  (7 marks) 

 

 

Section 5 – The Cultural Heritage 

 

1. What do you understand by the term ‘universal suffrage’? 

 ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ (2 marks) 

2. Briefly discuss the process which led to universal suffrage as we know it today. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ (5 marks) 

3. Explain the importance of universal suffrage in the evolution of modern democracy. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________  (5 marks) 
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4. Although the fascist movement was only in effect for a short while, its repercussions are still 

felt to this day.  Briefly discuss the main characteristics of this ideology. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ (5 marks) 

 

PART II 

 

Answer any TWO questions in essay form. 

 

Section 1 – Power and People 

 

The development of the European Union was set in motion by the Schuman Declaration of 9th May, 

1950.  Following this, several steps have been taken to bring European countries closer together.  

Discuss with reference to the major landmarks in the history of European integration. 

 (17 marks) 

 

Section 2 – Economic Development and Changes in Europe 

 

The EU is one of the world’s leading producers and net exporter of agricultural food products and 

plays a key role in ensuring food security in the world.  Launched in 1962, the EU’s common 

agricultural policy (CAP) has evolved over the years to meet changing economic circumstances and 

citizens’ requirements and needs.  Discuss the main aims of the CAP and its contribution to the 

European farming industry. 

(17 marks) 

Section 3 – Demographic and Social Realities 

Unemployment harms individuals, families and communities as a whole.  The effects of 

unemployment are both personal and national.  Discuss the social and economic costs of 

unemployment. 

(17 marks) 
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Section 4 – Europeans and their Environment 

 

Uncontrolled tourism poses potential threats to many natural areas around the world.  Discuss. 

(17 marks) 

 

Section 5 – The Cultural Heritage 

 

The Enlightenment thinkers considered this period as a process of social, psychological or spiritual 

development and not merely a historical period.  Discuss the main ideas of the Enlightenment. 

(17 marks) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


